YOUR GUIDE TO ACTIVITIES
AND EXCURSIONS IN HAVANA

MOJITO MAKING LESSON
ON ROOF-TOP IN OLD HAVANA
(APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR DAILY)

Here you’ll get to learn a very handy skill. We’ll take you
to a rooftop bar in Havana’s Old Town that makes a sublime
mojito (or a non-alcoholic alternative). You’ll be
taught how to make a classic Cuban cocktail with an
unbeatable view over the rooftops of the city (2 x drinks
included)

HAVANA RUM MUSEUM
(APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR DAILY)

If you think this museum looks palatial, you are correct
since it’s housed in a converted old palace. Naturally you
will have the chance to learn about the rum making
process and even do some tastings.

CIGAR, RUM AND COFFEE
TASTING EXCURSION
On a Cigar, Rum and Coffee tasting excursion and learn
how to select a good cigar, how to light it, while tasting
(and educating yourself ) about Cuban coffee and
Cuban rum.

MARKET VISIT AND COOKING
CLASS AT A CASA PARTICULAR
We will take you to a Casa Particular for an authentic
Cooking Class. Here is your opportunity to interact with the
locals, while preparing traditional Cuban dishes that can be
enjoyed with a roof-top view of the city.
This includes:
A visit to a local market to source ingredients
Demonstration and involvement in preparing local dishes
Instruction on preparation of the Cuban mojito at the bar,
followed by making your own version of this, one of
Cuba’s 3 signature cocktails.

FARM TO TABLE COOKING EXPERIENCE AT AJIACO
(5 HOURS FROM 9:30AM DAILY)
You will travel to Cojimar for an authentic Farm to Table Experience
El Ajiaco Cafe is a Cuban specialty restaurant in the fishing village of Cojimar just east of Havan, offers instruction in Cuban
cuisine. This includes:

Visit to a local herb grower(and their supplier, just 3 blocks from the restaurant) where you can learn about
their production process and hand-select herbs to use in food preparation.
An introduction to Cuban cuisine and its origins, presentation delivered in the El Ajiaco patio (with a
restaurant employee providing English translation if required).
Demonstration of how to prepare local dishes including ropa vieja( (shredded beef), plus lobster & shrimp
enchilado (in tomato sauce).
Instruction on preparation of the Cuban mojito at the bar, followed by making your own version of this,
one of Cuba’s 3 signature cocktails.
Your lunch includes bread service (accompanied by several of their own sauces), ajiaco (a typical Cuban
root vegetable-based soup/stew), rice, salad, beans, yucca, sample the beef/lobster/shrimp dishes that
you learned how to prepare in the kitchen, accompanied by a national brand beverage, your choice of
several typical Cuban desserts, traditional coffee, and aged rum to finish of the meal.

PARTAGAS CIGAR FACTORY

(WEEKDAYS ONLY, CLOSED OVER CHRISTMAS/
NEW YEAR PERSON. APPROXIMATELY 2 HOURS)
Here is where the mystique behind cigar making will be
revealed, allowing you to gain a sense of the significance
of these beauties. You will also witness first hand the
amount of effort, care and tradition that goes into making
these Cuban treasures (even non-smokers will find this
tour very interesting).

LEGENDARIOS DEL GUAJIRITO
AT EL GUAJIRITO
You will often find original members of the Buena Vista
Social Club and the Afro-Cuban All-Stars playing as the
Legendarios del Guajirito at El Guajirito .
Once the lights dim for the show, you will be absolutely
blown away. The singers and musicians are almost all in
their 70’s and 80’s and are some of the most revered
musicians in Cuba. A great option if you are looking to
experience the lost Nirvana of the 1950s

KING BAR

(FROM 5:00PM TO LATE)
There’s no shortage of suitable spots in the city to dance
the night away, but King Bar is... well... the King of them.
It’s located in a appropriately hip spot in Havana; Vedado,
where locals generally prefer to unwind. The entrance
might look unassuming, squashed between two large
buildings, but once you’re inside, your evening will get
underway in the most fabulous way. There are a number
of sensational cocktails on offer to lubricate your night
(we suggest their famous Kingbed Beta) and the club is
refreshingly spacious, so there will be plenty of room
to dance.

BASILICA MENOR DE SAN
FRANCISCO
(SATURDAY AND SUNDAY ONLY)
This imposing and beautiful basilica with fine acoustics
hosts some of the most important classical music concerts
in Havana. Set in the square of the same name, thee church
is the home of the Grammy-nominated Camerata Romeu, an
all-female chamber ensemble, and many other excellent soloists, groups and choirs ask to be booked here. It is also the
place where you might hear some of Cuba’s best pianists
such as Frank Fernandez playing Bach.

DAY TOUR TO THE ZAPATA PENINSULA AND THE BAY
OF PIGS
You will take a day trip to the beautiful Zapata Peninsula to visit Playa Girón, Playa Larga and the Bay of Pigs, long
associated with the USA’s first military failure in Latin Amerca. The natural beauty of this area is stunning with cave
systems, coral formations and an abundance of sea life making it a must for snorkelers, divers and ocean lovers alike.
While passing along the Zapata Peninsula you will have the opportunity to visit Boca de Guama, the main tourist
centre of the Peninsula de Zapata. The main attraction at Boca de Guama is the Criadero de Cocodrilos, a crocodile
farm.
You can also take a boat out to an ancient Guama Indian Village.
The sandy arc of Playa Girón and Playa Larga nestles peacefully on the eastern side of the infamous Bahía de Cochinos (Bay of Pigs), backed by one of those gloriously old-fashioned Cuban villages where everyone knows everyone
else. Notorious as the place where the Cold War almost got hot, the beach is actually named for a French pirate,
Gilbert Girón, who met his end here by decapitation in the early 1600s at the hands of embittered locals. In April 1961
it was the scene of another botched raid, the ill-fated, CIA-sponsored invasion that tried to land on these remote
sandy beaches in one of modern history's classic David-and-Goliath struggles. Lest we forget, there are still plenty of
propaganda-spouting billboards dotted around rehashing
past glories.
These days Girón, with its clear Caribbean waters, precipitous offshore drop-off and multitude of private home-stays,
is one of the best places in Cuba to go diving and snorkelling.

DAY TOUR TO SATURNO AND VARADERO
To begin with you will visit the Cueva de Saturno. This natural wonder is located about 20 km (12 mi) west of Varadero. This
big opening in the ground (cenote) is filled with fresh crystal-clear water. You can swim or snorkel to see the beautiful
stalactites and stalagmites formations, fish, and blind shrimps.
Spectacular pristine beach bordered by lush tropical vegetation is what you can expect when visiting Varadero. On arrival
you will be greeted by kilometres of immaculate beaches with wide stretches of fine white, sparkling turquoise waters,
copious vegetation playing host to endemic wildlife.
Varadero offers the perfect chance to relax and unwind, while taking advantage of one of the Caribbean’s best beaches.
During your time in Varadero you will have lunch at a local Paladar and visit the local Varadero township. You will then have
some quality time to explore Varadero beach (one of the Caribbean’s best) and meet the locals.
In 2019, Varadero was named the second best beach in the world in the Trip Advisor Travellers Choice Awards.

VIVA CUBA

